SALVATION FOR ALL WHO BELIEVE

Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:1-14
Background Scripture: Romans 10:5-17

ROMANS 10:5-17

> For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which
doeth those things shall live by them.

6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart,
Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:)

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the
dead.)

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of faith, which we preach;

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.

1 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over
all is rich unto all that call upon him.

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

4 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher?

5 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things!

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed
our report?

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
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KEY VERSE

Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.—Romans 10:13

LESSON AIMS
After participating in this lesson, each learner will be able to:
1. Identify several Old Testament passages Paul uses to make his argument.
2. Explain the danger of isolating the Key Verse from its context.

3. Create a personal plan for better supporting for the spread of the gospel through
use of time, talent, and/or treasure.

LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction
A. Rejoice, We Conquer!
B. Lesson Context

|. Preaching the Word (Romans 10:5-13)
A. Ascending and Descending (vv. 5-7)

No Mountain High Enough
B. Confessing and Believing (vv. 8-10)
C. Calling and Saving (vv. 11-13)
Seeing as God Sees
ll. Telling the Gospel (Romans 10:14-17)
A. Sending and Preaching (vv. 14-15)

B. Hearing and Obeying (vv. 16-17)
Conclusion

A. Where Does Faith Come From?

B. Prayer

C. Thought to Remember

Introduction
A. Rejoice, We Conquer!

When the Persian fleet and army threatened the Greek peninsula in 490 BC, the
leaders in Athens knew that they had to rally their forces to meet this threat. There
seemed to be no hope, for the Persians vastly outnumbered the Greeks. Therefore,
the elders of Athens decided to send an entreaty to the king of Sparta, a traditional
enemy, to ask for help.
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They sent a man named Philippides (sometimes spelled Pheidippides) as their
emissary. He was a professional herald and long-distance runner. Legend has it that
Philippides ran to Sparta and back to Athens in four days, a nearly 300-mile round
trip. He returned with the news that the Spartans could not help. The Athenians had
no time to wait, so they marched their forces to the plains of Marathon. There they
ambushed the invaders and won a great victory over the numerically superior Persian
army.

After this triumph at Marathon, Philippides was again called on. This time he ran 26
miles back to Athens to announce the victory to his defenseless and terrified city.
Legend has it that he arrived at the city gates with only enough life left to utter
“Rejoice, we conquer!” before falling dead. His death was tragic, but his dramatic
message was truly good news for the unprotected city. Some good news is worth the
sacrificing for!

B. Lesson Context

In Romans 9 Paul introduced a new subject in his letter: the place of the Jews in
God’s redemptive plan. His discussion sprang from his personal passion for his people
(he calls the Jews his “brethren” and his “kinsmen according to the flesh” (9:3) and
his desire that they know the Christ who has done so much for him (9:1-5).

That concern continues in Romans 10, which begins with Paul writing, “Brethren, my
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” The apostle
described his fellow Jews as zealous, yet lacking knowledge. Their desire to follow
the Law of Moses and thereby pursue “their own righteousness” (10:3) was ill-
founded, now that “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that
believeth” (10:4). A new way, the way of salvation—by grace through faith—was open
for all to accept. But, sadly, many of Paul’s “kinsmen according to the flesh” (9:3)
rejected it.

Paul then proceeded to contrast righteousness based on keeping the law with
righteousness available through faith.

I. Preaching the Word
(Romans 10:5-13)

A. Ascending and Descending (vv. 5-7)

5. For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which
doeth those things shall live by them.

There are only two potential ways to obtain righteousness, or a right standing, with
God: (1) by keeping the law perfectly or (2) by receiving grace through faith. Moses is
recognized as Israel’s lawgiver. So it is fitting to cite him as an authority on
lawkeeping.
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The law is what defines sin and righteousness. The verse that Paul quoted implies that
complete obedience to the law will result in life because a person so doing will be
righteous (Leviticus 18:5; see also Romans 2:13 and Galatians 3:12). But Paul has
already shown that no one obeys the law perfectly (Romans 3:23), so there is no one
who can achieve righteousness through keeping the law (Romans 3:20).

The principle of righteousness by lawkeeping places the responsibility squarely on our
shoulders. If a person obeyed every aspect of the law perfectly, then he or she would
earn a right standing before God. But that if is huge—it never happens!

6-7. But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine
heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or,
Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)

Paul has already drawn a distinction between the “law ... of works” and the “law of
faith” (Romans 3:27). He used this framework again in today’s text, but this time the
terminology is adjusted slightly to be “righteousness which is of law” (10:5, above) vs.
riotousness which is of faith. This contrast is also found in Philippians 3:6-9.

To stress the distinction, Paul draws on imagery from Deuteronomy 9:4; 30:12-14 to
illustrate the nature of righteousness based on law: it’s like trying to ascend into
heaven in order to bring Christ down from above or attempting to descend into the
deep in order to bring up Christ ...from the dead.

The imagery is not an exact quote from those Old Testament passages. Therefore Paul
should be seen as giving an inspired application of those texts for the era of the new
covenant. In so doing, he establishes that the righteousness obtained by faith is not
based on our deeds or works of law. Even if we could perform supernatural actions
such as those described in those passages, that would not be enough to gain right
standing with God.

Some Bible commentators have noted the significance of Paul’s use of the book of
Deuteronomy to make his case for righteousness by faith. Moses spoke the words of
Deuteronomy when the Israelites were on the brink of entering the promised land. He
wanted to impress on the people the covenant that God had made with them. Here in
Romans, Paul desired to impress on his Jewish readers the reality of the new covenant
that God has established. Just as God brought His word to Israel through Moses (see
Deuteronomy 30:11-14), God has now revealed His living Word in the person of Jesus
Christ, whom Paul had already declared to be “the end of the law” (Romans 10:4;
compare Colossians 2:14).

HOW TO SAY IT

chollachoy-ah.
PhilippidesFih-lip-pea-deez.
PheidippidesFeh-dip-pea-deez.
SeptuagintSep-too-ih-jent.
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Thus it is not by good works or devoted efforts that righteousness with God is
obtained. Salvation is not the result of our perfection or hard work. Salvation is the
result of Christ’s sacrifice as the lamb “without spot” (Hebrews 9:14) in our place.
Indeed, we do not have to bring Christ down; He has already come down! Nor do we
have to bring Him up from the grave; God has done that (Romans 8:11).

No MOUNTAIN HIGH ENOUGH

Yearly pilgrimages are part of certain faith expressions. In Mexico, pilgrims crawl
toward the shrine that supposedly marks the place where the mother of Jesus is said
to have appeared. In Greece, some travel to a statue that is believed to have
miraculous healing powers. And in Tibet pilgrims travel for days, even months, to
reach the “holy city” of Lhasa. These trips can result in self-imposed hardships. But
they are considered valuable because people believe they will be greatly blessed by
completing a pilgrimage.

Paul assured us that we do not have to do any of that. There are no great lengths that
Christians need to go to in order to reach God. No level of suffering is required to
draw near to Him. Christ has endured all the suffering necessary.

There is indeed suffering in this life, and the Lord asks us to endure it. But faith tells
us God is always in reach. Are you spending time and effort to draw near to Him when
Christ has already done that for you? —P. M.

B. Confessing and Believing (vv. 8-10)

8. But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of faith, which we preach.

We do not need to travel to Heaven or the deep because the word we need is near. It
is as close as our mouths and our hearts (Deuteronomy 30:14). Paul always preached
justification by faith, not works. These Old Testament references continued here
reveal that the law itself testifies to Christ.

What Do You Think?

Considering Paul’s numerous quotations from the Old Testament in this lesson,
what lifelong plan can you set in motion to develop your own ever-greater
expertise in Scripture?

Digging Deeper
What emphasis on breadth vs. depth should you adopt? Why?

% That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Paul used Moses’ comment about the mouth to explain a foundational reality of how
the way of faith works. Paul expected that those who embraced his message would
respond in two ways. First, they would use their mouths to confess that Jesus is Lord
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(compare Matthew 10:32-33). Those who do so acknowledge that Jesus is Lord of all
creation and our master in all things. This is the core of faith, the open door to the
law of righteousness.

Second, Paul’s preaching called sinners to have a change in heart. When we do, we
put aside the faulty reasoning of the world regarding the nature of death (compare 1
Corinthians 15; Colossians 2:20; etc.). Instead, we believe in our heart that Jesus is
risen from the dead. The facts of history form the basis for our willingness to
acknowledge Jesus as Lord.

Notice the requirement of both an external response (confessing the Lord Jesus) and
an internal one (believing in one’s heart). These should not be considered works in
order to earn righteousness (Ephesians 2:8-10), but as expressions of faith that accept
the righteousness God is eager to give.

10. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.

Paul moves to implications or result. We should not be fooled by the simplicity of
these expectations. To mouth the words, “Jesus is Lord,” appears to be easy, but to
say this with a heart of faith will result in a life-changing experience and a new
direction. To believe that Jesus is risen from the dead seems straightforward enough,
but it requires faith in an event that defies personal experience. This is the pathway
of faith (compare John 20:25-29).

Before we move on, we note that just because this verse says nothing about baptism
or repentance does not mean that Paul considered those to be insignificant (compare
Romans 2:4; 6:3-4). In the context of Romans 10, Paul focused in particular on the
heart and the mouth to emphasize that becoming right with God does not require the
kind of efforts described in 10:6-7.

Both believing and confessing are meant to be more than one-time actions associated
with becoming a Christian. Faith in Jesus and confession of Him as Lord must become
the hallmarks of a Christ-centered life. While living a godly life is crucial, we must
also be able to put our faith into words.

What Do You Think?

What mismatches between your heart and your mouth need to be resolved? When
will you start the repair job?

Digging Deeper
Should you seek the help of another, or is this strictly a do-it-yourself job? Why?

C. Calling and Saving (vv. 11-13)

1. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
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Paul quoted the last part of Isaiah 28:16 here and in Romans 9:33. But if we look up
this passage in Isaiah we may be confused because in the KJV it says “he that
believeth shall not make haste.” The solution comes in realizing that Paul quoted
from the Greek version of the Old Testament, known as the Septuagint. For the last
word in the quote, that version uses a verb that means ashamed; this word was a
favorite of Paul’s—19 of the New Testament’s 35 uses of this word and its variants
occur in his letters.

In context, Isaiah 28:16 as a whole prophesied the coming Messiah to be “a foundation
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation.” Paul used that
promise to say that those who correctly understand God’s work in sending His Messiah
are wise to respond in faith.

12. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over
all is rich unto all that call upon him.

Jews and Gentiles enter into God’s promise on the same basis—through faith in Christ.
This included everyone, for a person was either a Jew or a non-Jew (Gentile). Jews
did not have exclusive rights to God, for He is the same Lord to all people (compare
Acts 17:24-28). Jews did not have a monopoly on the privilege of having faith in God,
even though the promise came through one of their prophets. The one God is rich
(generous and gracious) to anyone who calls upon him.

SEEING AS GOD SEES

A close friend of mine was set to marry a wonderful Christian man a few years after
they both experienced devastating divorces. She was ecstatic. But she also feared
that she might not treat his seven children like she did her two children.

One day, she was watching his daughters play at the park and turned away for just a
moment when she heard a desperate “Mommy, Mommy, Mommy!” Instantly she
jumped to her feet, searching the empty park, heart in her throat.

She found them huddled together where the park gave way to desert. The girls had
stumbled into a cholla cactus, which were covered in needles. She was indescribably
relieved that nothing more serious had happened, and she cried as she tenderly
ministered to them.

It was then she knew her fears were unfounded. These were her children, no matter
the bloodline. Paul taught the same thing: there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek to the heavenly Father. Do you view people as He does? —P. M.

3. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Paul quotes Joel 2:32 to reinforce the promise of grace to those who call upon the
name of the Lord (also see Acts 2:21). This is a common expression in the Old

Testament to include active prayer and worship on the part of a believer. The first
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instance of this, recorded in Genesis 4:26, is usually understood as the first time that
men and women sought to worship the Lord in a deliberate manner.

Being saved is another way to talk about being declared righteous, being justified, or
being forgiven. It includes being reconciled to God (Romans 5:10). Here Paul’s
inclusion of the idea of calling brings together the act of faith in the heart and
confession with the lips, the verbal expression of faith leading to salvation.

Visual for Lesson 9. Post this visual as you ask learners for examples of how they can
preach the gospel even if they never step behind a pulpit.

What Paul addressed here was central to his agenda, because he, a Jew, was Christ’s
apostle to the Gentiles (Romans 15:16; 1 Timothy 2:7). All people must come to God
through Christ in faith. Gentiles had not been born into Israel, the old-covenant
people of God. Even so, for all people there was only “one body, and one Spirit, ...
one hope ... one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father” (Ephesians 4:4-6).

Il. Telling the Gospel
(Romans 10:14-17)

A. Sending and Preaching (vv. 14-15)

4. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher?

For Paul, preaching the gospel was primary. It was good news, the greatest message
in history! But how could “whosoever” believe in Christ if His message was unknown
to them?

God has chosen to use human instruments to convey His message. This seems to have
been His preferred method of operation even back into Old Testament times
(examples: Isaiah 6:8; Jeremiah 1:5; Ezekiel 22:30). And so it still is. The good news
has to be proclaimed, and that requires a preacher to take the message to those who
have not heard. The Greek word translated preacher describes a herald or an
announcer who runs ahead of a king and proclaims what the king wishes others to
know (compare Daniel 3:4). Certainly, the task of preaching can be done by any
Christian who tells the good news to someone else. At the same time, there must be
those who will devote their lives to preaching and teaching in the setting of the local
church. The church always needs those willing to answer such a calling. And those
who are ready to do so need to be supported and sent, as the next verse indicates.

5. And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things!
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Paul quoted from Isaiah again (see Romans 10:11, above), this time from a text that
visualizes a herald returning to Jerusalem, running up the mountains in full view of
the citizens crowding the wall of the city (Isaiah 52:7). The herald runs up the
mountain of Jerusalem to announce a victory over an enemy (compare the lesson’s
Introduction). In Isaiah, the herald’s words are simple: “Thy God reigneth!”

We, the church, have the good news of salvation. We proclaim this through our songs,
sermons, confessions of faith, celebrations of the Lord’s Supper, and submission to
baptism. But ultimately, Jesus wants us to carry His message to the world; we call
this charge the “Great Commission” (see Matthew 28:18-20). The church also plays a
vital part in sending, as illustrated by Barnabas and Saul (later renamed Paul), who
were sent by the church in Antioch on their first missionary journey (Acts 13:1-3).

What Do You Think?

What more can you do in a role of being either one sent to preach or of supporting
those sent to preach?

Digging Deeper
What factors should you help your church consider regarding relative emphases on
local, national, and international evangelistic efforts?

Those who bear such good news are pictured as having beautiful ... feet. Usually the
heralds who traveled many miles to convey a message arrived at their destinations
with dusty, dirty feet. The appearance of their feet per se was anything but beautiful;
beauty was to be found in the contents of the message delivered. Later Paul
described the Christian’s armor as including “feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace” (Ephesians 6:15).

B. Hearing and Obeying (vv. 16-17)

16. But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed
our report?

Again, the words of Isaiah are cited. This verse, from Isaiah 53:1, comes in the
context of one of the most powerful messianic prophecies in the Old Testament. But
this particular passage warns us of a harsh reality that can dampen the enthusiasm of
preaching and sending: not everyone who hears our message will receive it gladly. In
the context of Romans, Paul lamented the fact that so many of his fellow Jews
neither believed nor obeyed the gospel.

The reference to obedience is not used in the sense of works that cause the worker to
have earned something. Rather, the thought is along the lines of what might be called
“gospel commands”—actions associated with receiving salvation or living it out
(example: Acts 2:38).

17. So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
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Paul’s ministry is driven by a simple fact: people who have never heard the gospel
have no opportunity to believe the gospel. The word of God must be preached for it
to be heard! In the process, some will believe and some will not believe (Acts 18:5-8;
etc.). But no one will believe the gospel where there is no proclamation of the gospel.
An unshared, unpreached gospel is an unreceived gospel—which is no gospel at all.

It is up to the church, the body of Christ, to see that everyone hears about Jesus.
That means missionaries, sent and supported. That means teachers, trained and
developed. That means preachers, educated and willing.

Many “parachurch” organizations can help accomplish these important tasks, but the
local church remains God’s primary appointed vehicle for making it possible for men
and women to hear the Word of God. The old saying “Preach the gospel at all times.
When necessary, use words” is defective because it places the use of words in a
secondary position. Words are primary!

What Do You Think?

How would you respond to someone who, quoting Edgar Guest (1881-1959), says,
“I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day”?

Digging Deeper
What role should 1 Timothy 4:15 and 1 Peter 2:12 play in this discussion of Romans
10:17?

Conclusion
A. Where Does Faith Come From?

Faith comes from hearing the gospel, a message proclaimed by preachers. Christ must
be preached as having been crucified as the substitutionary atonement sacrifice for
sin (1 Corinthians 1:23), and as having risen again for our assured hope (15:4). The
church will always need preachers who faithfully proclaim the gospel.

Though many of us are not preachers by vocation, we are still representatives of
Christ. If you are praying for opportunities to spread the gospel, God will surely
answer your prayers!

What Do You Think?

Which concept in today’s lesson most highlights a need for improvement in your
level of Bible knowledge? Why?

Digging Deeper
What specific, time-bound steps can you take to bring about that improvement?

B. Prayer

Mighty God, may we be faithful to preach the gospel. May our faith in Jesus never
waver in so doing. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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C. Thought to Remember

Spread the gospel so others may believe.
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